
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

GEICO SKYTYPERS TO TYPE MESSAGES OVER PITTSBURGH 

Local Pittsburgh Pilot with World’s Only WWII Formation Fleet Takes Flight                   

at Wings Over Pittsburgh Air Show May 10-11 

PITTSBURGH, PA (4/18/08) – The GEICO Skytypers, the world’s only squadron of rare 

WWII SNJ-2’s and the only sky fleet of its kind to type messages in the sky, will perform at the 

eighth annual Wings Over Pittsburgh Air Show May 10-11, hosted by the 911th Airlift Wing Air 

Force Reserve, at Pittsburgh International Airport Air Reserve Station.  

 

The GEICO Skytypers, which include pilot Steve Kapur of Pittsburgh, will look to 

entertain the Pittsburgh audience with their signature “skytyping” and precision flying 

demonstration. This year's air show will be commemorating the 60th anniversary of the Air 

Force Reserve Command, honoring the 60th anniversary of the Berlin Airlift and celebrating the 

250th anniversary of the city of Pittsburgh. The two-day event will also incorporate a special 

salute to mothers on Mother’s Day.  

 

At the Wings Over Pittsburgh Air Show, the GEICO Skytypers will “sky-type” large 

messages while flying in a wide line abreast formation. The aircraft flying about 250 feet apart 

make each letter as tall as the Empire State Building. The lead aircraft carries a custom built 

computer that commands the smoke systems in each of the other aircraft in the formation, telling 

them precisely when to put out a puff of smoke. The moment the steam hits the cold air at 10,000 

feet, the white dots appear. The messages created can be 1000 feet tall, as long as 6 to 8 miles, 

visible for 15 miles in any direction and thus can be seen by people for approximately 400 square 

miles. Each day after each performance the GEICO Skytyper pilots will meet air show guests 

and autograph photo cards at the GEICO exhibit on the flight line. 

The GEICO Skytypers also fly a tight formation displays and tactical fighter maneuvers 

thrilling spectators visually during performances at air shows across the United States. The 

precision formations and maneuvers that will be performed will all have military applications. 

This gives spectators a better understanding of what the U.S. military trains for and accomplishes 

when they are tasked for action. 



Flying the vintage WWII SNJ-2’s aircraft requires an unusual set of skills. GEICO 

Skytyper pilots have the rare combination of skills to fly these large, heavy tail wheeled aircraft, 

while also being accomplished formation pilots.  The majority of the GEICO Skytypers pilots are 

retired Navy and Air Force Pilots. 

For more information on the GEICO Skytypers, go to geicoskytpers.com.  For more information 

on the eighth annual Wings Over Pittsburgh Air Show, go to wingsoverpittsburgh.com or call 

(412) 474-8501. 

 

GEICO Skytypers  

The GEICO Skytypers are the only flying unit in the world that performs at air shows and 

“types” by computer giant billboards in the sky. For more information on the GEICO Skytypers, 

visit geicoskytypers.com. 

GEICO 

GEICO is the fourth-largest private-passenger auto insurer in the United States, and has been 

providing insurance for over 70 years. GEICO provides auto, motorcycle and boat insurance for 

more than 7 million policyholders and insures more than 12 million vehicles, keeping rates low 

by dealing directly with the customer. Those low rates as well as GEICO’s 24/7 service are two 

of the reasons more than 10,000 drivers a week switch to GEICO.  The GEICO message that 

“one 15-minute call could save you 15% or more on car insurance” has been advertised on 

television, radio, print media, billboards, and direct mail, and the “GEICO gecko” has become of 

the most recognized brand symbols in the United States.  For more information or for free rate 

comparison to see how much you could save, visit geico.com, call 1-800-947-AUTO or check 

the yellow pages for a local GEICO representative. 
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Media Contacts – GEICO Skytypers Public Affairs:  

Miguel Rada, (561) 420-5407; mrada@lighthousemarketingllc.com 

Phil de Montmollin, (305) 360-5212; pdm@lighthousemarketingllc.com 
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